KNOWING YOUR TORAH SCROLL


The MST Czech Torah scrolls are survivors and silent witnesses of the Jews and Jewish life so tragically destroyed in the Shoah. Whilst many can still be used and read from during services, those that are no longer kosher can still play an important part on Kol Nidrei, Yom Hashoah, Simchat Torah etc.

When allocated to a community, an Identity  Plaque marked with the scroll MST# was fixed to a roller and a Certificateof Authenticity giving the scrolls provenance was sent.

There is much you can do to make sure that the memory of those who perished are not forgotten:
· Familiarise yourself with the name of the town the scroll came from, its location and Jewish history.
· Dedicate one Shabbat a year, if possible on the day of deportation, to the Jews of the town your scroll came from. Have a special service to honour their memory. The Jewish Museum in Prague can advise the deportation date.
· On Yom Kippur, include a special prayer for the Jews of the town the scroll came from in the Memorial Service, and mention at least some of their names. They won't be included in any other memorial service.
· If possible use your scroll for all B’nai Mitzvah services and mention how the scroll was saved and continues to have a useful life. The B’nai mitzvah may wish to mention the name of a deported child in the D’var Torah.  
· Download our free Education Pack from our website. By adding it to your B’nai Mitzvah curriculum will make sure the story of how these scrolls miraculously survived the Shoah will not be forgotten.
· Ask the MST for contact details of other communities caring for scrolls from the same town (we call the Scroll Circle) so you can compare notes and help each other to add a Czech Torah page to your website.
· Ask the MST for the names of other scroll-holders in your town, vicinity or State. We encourage gatherings of scrolls and try to attend some every year.

Rabbi Richard Feder z”l 1875-1990, a survivor of the Shoah and after the war Chief Rabbi of Czechoslovakia said of the lost members of his congregation "you were murdered for no reason" but "your names deserve to be preserved for generations to come". They are depending on us - the congregations that have been entrusted with their Scrolls - to remember them as people as part of the life of the congregation that received their Scroll.

